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Office: FA-101,2060 Mackay, SGW Campus. 


Staff: | Sophie Fontaine, Assistant to the Chair 848-2065 
Diane Boulé, Assistant to Grad. Prog. Directors 848-2077 


Advisor: David Miller, Associate Professor 848-2073 


This course guide has been prepared months in advance of the 1995-96 academic year and 
information contained herein is subject to change. 


Students are advised not to purchase any texts without the approval of the professor 
concemed. 


Due to the renumbering of courses in the Department, students should consult the list of 
equivalent undergraduate courses in the back of the 1995/6 undergraduate calendar. 


INTRODUCTION TO THE DEPARTMENT 


General Objectives: 
The Department of Religion is dedicated to the academic study of religions and other social 


and cultural phenomena in so far as they have been influenced or affected by religions. We 
are interested in the comparative study of many religions. Although we do study how many 
religious traditions articulate and defend their own self-understandings, we treat these 
theologies and buddhologies academically and comparatively. 


Nature of Religious Studies: 
The academic study of religion is a multi-disciplinary enterprise. It involves the historical 


examination of religious movements, the literary analyses of their literatures, philosophical 
reflections on beliefs and teachings, the social scientific investigations of their rituals, 
practices, texts, and institutions, the psychological study of their participants and ethical 
inquiries regarding both their moral writings and social roles. 


Correspondingly, the faculty in the department have been trained in a number of academic 
disciplines including history, sociology, literary studies, philosophy, psychology and 
theology as well as in the study of particular religious traditions. 


DEPARTMENTAL PROGRAMMES 


In addition to the undergraduate majors and honours programmes in Religion and in Judaic 
Studies, and joint majors and honours programmes, the Department of Religion offers 
several graduate programmes: a Diploma in Theological, Religious and Ethical Studies 
(together with the Philosophy and Theology Departments), an M.A. in the History and 
Philosophy of Religion, an M.A. in Judaic Studies, and a Ph.D. in Religion in which 
students focus either on Comparative Ethics or Judaism. 


Women and Religion: 
As part of the Department of Religion's new undergraduate curriculum, a concentration in 


Women and Religion is being offered. A variety of special courses are to be included in 
the regular program for the BA major in Religion. Religion majors can focus on this area 
for either the primary or secondary concentration requirements. 


The study of women and religion is a growing field in which the Department of Religion 
of Concordia University has long been a leader. This structured concentration solidifies our 
commitment to this field and enables us to prepare students in a systematic and consistent 
fashion. The concentration furthers the work of the department in that it will allow students 
to pursue course work from a comparative, cross-cultural and multi-tradition perspective. 
The study of the role of women in the history and practice of religion has been neglected 
until recently. The specialization offers a necessary corrective and introduces our students 
to an exciting and vital area of study. 


Please consult the undergraduate calendar for a full description. 


Degree Requirements: 


60 B.A. Honours in Religion: 


48 
12 
6 


WANOD 


30 


Ina language related to thesis; or ina related discipline such as: Anthropology, English 
Literature, History, Philosophy, Sociology, Theological Studies, Women's Studies. 
RELI 211° or 213° 

From area of primary concentration (see areas of concentration below) 

From area of secondary concentration (see areas of concentration below) 

RELI elective credits at 300 or 400 level 

RELI 409° 

RELI 410° 


B.A. Major in Religion 

RELI 211° or 213° 

From area of primary concentration (see areas of concentration below) 
From area of secondary concentration 

RELI elective credits at 300 or 400 level 

RELI 409? 


Minor in Religion 
RELI 211° or 213° 
RELI elective credits (chosen in consultation with Departmental advisor) 


B.A. Honours in Judaic Studies 

In Hebrew language: RELI 201°, 202°, 401, 402? 

RELI 211° or 213° 

RELI 222° 

Chosen from RELI 3013, 3263, 3277, 328? 

Chosen from RELI 329%, 337°, 3817, 3943, 395°, 397° 

Chosen from RELI 302?, 3033, 3047, 3053, 306°, 313°, 319°, 340°, 3417, 342° 
RELI 409 

RELI 410° 


B.A. Major in Judaic Studies 

In Hebrew Language: RELI 201°, 202°, 401°, 402° 

RELI 2118 or 213° 

RELI 222° 

Chosen from RELI 3013, 326, 3273, 328° 

Chosen from RELI 329%, 337°, 3817, 394°, 395°, 397° 

Chosen from RELI 3023, 3033, 3043, 3053, 3067, 313°, 319°, 340°, 341°, 342° 
RELI 409° 


Minor or Certificate in Judaic Studies 


6 RELI 211° or 213° 

6 RELI 222° 

9 Chosen from RELI 3013, 326°, 327°, 328? 

9 Chosen from RELI 3293, 337°, 3813, 394°, 395°, 397°, 398? 
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Areas of Concentration: 
A- Asian Religions (21 credits) - chosen from any of the following: 
RELI 313° Islam 
RELI 317? Islamic Mysticism 
RELI 319? Modern Islam 
RELI 340° Hindu Thought and Institutions of the Ancient Period 
RELI 341° Hindu Thought & Institutions of the Classical Period 
RELI 342? Hindu Thought and Institutions of the Medieval Period 
RELI 344? Hindu Mysticism 
RELI 345? Major Developments in Modern Hinduism 
RELI 346° The Hindu Diaspora 
RELI 347? Religion and the Arts in South & Southeast Asia 
RELI 348? Religion and Society in South & Southeast Asia 
RELI 349? Religions of China and Japan 
RELI 350? Theravada Buddhism 
RELI 364? Mahayana Buddhism 
RELI 383? Women and Religion: Islam 
RELI 384? Women and Religion: Hinduism 
RELI 385° Women and Religion: Buddhism 
B- Christianity (21 credits) 
3 RELI301? Biblical Studies I: The Hebrew Bible 
3 RELI 302? Biblical Studies II: Christian Origins 
3 RELI 303° History of Christian ThoughtI or RELI 305? Christian Social History I 
3 RELI 304° History of Christian Thought I or RELI 306° Christian Social History II 
9 Christian Studies elective credits at 300 or 400 level 
C- Judaism (21 credits) 
6 RELI 222° Introduction to the History and Religion of the Jews 
3 RELI30I Biblical Studies I: The Hebrew Bible 
6 Chosen from: RELI 326? Ancient Judaism 
RELI 327° Medieval Jewish Thought & Institutions 
RELI 328? Modern Judaism 
6 Judaic Studies elective credits at 300 or 400 level 
D- Women and Religion (21 credits) 
3 RELI 233? Introduction to Women and Religion 
6 Chosen from: RELI381> Women and Religion: Judaism 
RELI 382? Women and Religion: Christianity 
RELI 383? Women and Religion: Islam 
RELI 384° Women and Religion: Hinduism 
RELI 385° Women and Religion: Buddhism 
RELI 386° Native North American Women & their Religious Traditions 
9 Chosen from: RELI 372? The Human Body in Religious Faith and Practice 
RELI 380° Sexuality in the History of Religion 
RELI 387° Goddesses and Religious Images of Women 
RELI 388° Religious Women: Leaders, Models and Rebels 
RELI 389° Women as Ritual Experts 
RELI 405° Approaches to the Study of Women & Religion:Adv. Seminar 
RELI 406’ Feminist Hermeneutics & Scripture 


Southern Asia Studies: 

The Department of Religion participates with History, Political Science and several other 
departments in the Southern Asia Studies Programme which offers a major and a minor as 
follows: 


MAJOR (42 credits): 
9 credits History 261 and Religion 213 


3 credits History 364, 365, 393 or 461 

6 credits Political Science 340, 342, 431 or 434 

6 credits Religion 313, 340, 341, 347, 348, 350, 364 

18 credits any courses on Southern Asia not already counted 


MINOR (30 credits): 
9 credits History 261 and Religion 213 
6 credits History 364,365, 393 or 461 
Political Science 340, 342, 431 or 434 
Economics 311, 312, 341 
6 credits any from Religion 313-319, 340-348, 350, 364, 383-385 
or Cinema 335 
Other courses may be substituted for many of the above with the Programme 
Advisor's permission. 


For more information call: 
Dr. John Hill, Department of History at 848-2435 
or Dr. Leslie Orr, Department of Religion at 848-2067 
DEPARTMENTAL GRADING GUIDELINES 


"A" Superior grasp of material, well written, clear explanations, presentation of 
original insights beyond those of class discussion. 


"BS Good understanding, clear and orderly presentation shows ability to apply 
material and concepts. 


i Adequate grasp of material, reasonably clear. 
sD by Evidence of having done reading but inadequate comprehension. 
i! Any indication of copying is an automatic "F", as is the absence of evidence that 


the work was done. 


KNOWLEDGE OF TWO MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 


The Department believes that every Major or Honours student in Religion should possess, 
at time of graduation, a knowledge of at least two major religious traditions. For example, 
the student who is pursuing a Major in Judaic Studies will take some courses in a religious 
tradition other than Judaism. This basic principle reinforces the emphasis upon the 
centrality of the discipline of the History of Religions. A particular religious tradition can 
best be understood in the context of the general religious history of humankind. 


SOCIAL FUNCTION 


University education has an important social function independent of the relation of 
particular subjects to the job market. In the complex and changing culture of our society, 
it is often no longer possible or necessary to tie at least the first university degree to 
vocational training. The Department of Religion then, sees its prime function in this 
broader context of education. 


Vocationally, however, a Major or Honours in Religion could prepare the undergraduate for 
further education leading to teaching in religion at the high school, CEGEP or university 
level. A bachelors degree in Religion could also be of benefit for undergraduates who plan 
careers in social work, law, civil service and other fields for which a Humanities education 
is needed. 


THE BOYD SINYARD AWARD 


Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to the outstanding graduating student in 
Religion. The award is named after the first chairman of the Department of Religion at Sir 
George Williams University. 


CONCORDIA RELIGION STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION (CRSA) 


If you are studying within the Department of Religion (i.e. if you are an Honours, Major, 
Minor or just taking a course offered by the department), you are a member of CRSA. 
CRSA is a student administered organization dedicated to fostering community and 
expanding the educational experience of all Religion students. Each year the executive 
branch of CRSA (five students elected to plan and administer all CRSA affairs) offers 
Religion students the chance to meet each other and faculty at various social gatherings, as 
well as the opportunity to enliven their education by attending CRSA sponsored lectures 
given by academics from all over Canada and the U.S. CRSA members are urged to take 
advantage of the student lounge located in the basement of annex R (2050 Mackay). This 
is a place where students can study, hang out or use the free phone. If you would like more 
information about CRSA, leave a message in our mailbox at the Department of Religion. 


FACULTY 


A list of the full-time faculty follows below. All possess degrees from universities and/or 
schools of advanced studies that represent the best academic centres for the study of religion 
in Canada, the United States, and Europe. All have published books that have made a 
contribution to their particular fields of study. All have published in learned journals and 
have given papers at learned societies. They have also won a reputation among their 
students for being good teachers, concerned about the quality of instruction at Concordia 
University, as well as for being "available" and committed to the development of a more 
meaningful student life. 


Full-Time Faculty: 

Chair 

Ira Robinson, Ph.D. (Harvard) 

Professors 

Frederick Bird, Ph.D. (Graduate Theological Union) 
Michel Despland, Th.D. (Harvard) 

Jack Lightstone, Ph.D. (Brown) 


Sheila McDonough, Ph.D. (McGill) 
T.S. Rukmani, Ph.D. (Delhi University) ~ Chair in Hindu Studies 


Associate Professors 


David Miller, Ph.D. (Harvard) 
Michael Oppenheim, Ph.D. (U. of California) 


Assistant Professors 
Norma Joseph, Ph.D. (Concordia) expected 


Rosemary Hale, Ph.D. (Harvard) 
Leslie Orr, Ph.D. (McGill) 


COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 


RELI 201/3 - AA (6 credits) W. 1805-2010 
INTRODUCTORY HEBREW 
Instructor: To be announced. 


An introductory course designed to provide the fundamentals of grammar and language 
structure and to teach the reading and writing of Hebrew. Assignments consist of drills and 
short composition; the text is provided by the instructor. Only students with no prior 
knowledge of Hebrew may enroll. 

Note: Students who have taken Hebrew at the Collegial level, HEBR 210, HEBR 211, or 
whose schooling has been conducted in Hebrew may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 202/3 - AA (6 credits) W. 2025-2230 
INTERMEDIATE HEBREW 
Instructor: To be announced. 


Prerequisite: RELI 201 or HEBR 210 or permission of the Department. 

This course is for students possessing a working knowledge of written and oral Hebrew. 
It combines advanced grammar, composition and literature. Short stories, poetry, traditional 
and modern, as well as short essays will be studied thematically. 

Note: Students who have taken HEBR 250 or 251 may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 211/3 - A (6 credits) M.W. 1315-1430 
UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 
Instructors: To be announced. 


A systematic and topical introduction to the study of religion. The purpose of the course is 
to enable the student to articulate and investigate questions about the meaning and nature 
of religion. Problems discussed include the elements of religious experience, forms of 
religious expression and interpretation, religious communities and practices, and the 
questions raised by the contemporary interfaith dialogue. Materials are taken from a variety 
of religious traditions. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 


REL] 213/3 - A (6 credits) T.J. 1145-1300 
RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 
Instructors: To be announced. 


An historical and comparative overview of the major religious traditions of the world: 
Hinduism; Buddhism; Judaism; Christianity; Islam. The first term will focus upon Hindu 
religious traditions and also will begin the study of Buddhism in India. In the second term 
the study of Buddhism will continue with an emphasis upon the spread of Buddhism into 
Sri Lanka, Southeast Asia, China and Japan. This will be followed by introductions to the 
Judaic, Christian and Islamic traditions. Throughout the course importance will be given 
to two themes: 1) the interaction between religious traditions and modernity; 2) the role of 
women in religious traditions. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 
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RELI 213/3 - AA (6 credits) T. 1805-2010 
RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 
Instructor: David Miller 


An historical and comparative overview of the major religious traditions of the world: 
Hinduism; Buddhism; Judaism; Christianity; Islam. The first term will focus upon Hindu 
religious traditions and also will begin the study of Buddhism in India. In the second term 
the study of Buddhism will continue with an emphasis upon the spread of Buddhism into 
Sri Lanka, Southeast Asia, China and Japan. This will be followed by introductions to the 
Judaic, Christian and Islamic traditions. Throughout the course importance will be given 
to two themes: 1) the interaction between religious traditions and modernity; 2) the role of 
women in religious traditions. Considerable use will be made of movies, videos and slides 
in order to provide a visual presentation of the religious traditions to be studied. 


Texts: Bellah, Robert, "Religious Evolutions." 
Sagan, Carl Cosmos. 
Sharma, Arvind (ed.) Our Religions. 
Sharma, Arvind (ed.) Women in World Religions. 


Requirements: One Class Exam (30%) 
One Book Review (10%) 
One Take-home Exam (30%) 
One Research Paper (30%) 


RELI 222/3 - A (6 credits) W.F. 1145-1300 
INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY & RELIGION OF THE JEWS 
Instructors: Jack Lightstone 


This course introduces the history of the Jewish People and of Judaism from ancient times 
to the present. It examines the continuities, changes and interrelationships among Jewish 
society, institutions, rites, concepts and traditions through the ages. In addition, the course 
introduces the student to the social scientific study of contemporary Jewish practice and 
belief, including a survey of the rituals, practices and ceremonies of contemporary Jews. 


Requirements: In addition to preparation for, and active participation in class, students will 
write four assignments and/or tests over the two semesters. 


Required Texts (provisional and partial list): 
Abraham Bloch, Biblical and Historical Background of Jewish Customs and Ceremonies 


Rela Geffen, Celebration and Renewal 
Robert Seltzer, Jewish People/Jewish Thought 
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RELI 223/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1315-1430 
INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIANITY 
Instructor: To be announced. 


A basic introduction to Christianity as one of the major religious traditions of the world, this 
course provides an overall examination of the enduring structures of Christian belief, its 
central symbols and rituals; it also indicates how they are articulated in both the Eastern and 
Western traditions. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 


RELI 233/2 - AA (3 credits) J. 1605-1755 
INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN AND RELIGION 
Instructor: Norma Joseph 


An introduction to the particular problems and issues in the study of women and religion 
using case studies from various non-Western traditions. The course will present a survey 
of the different levels of participation, the complex ritual activities and the intriguing divine 
imagery associated with women that are found in many religious traditions. Questions 
pertaining to methodology and the promise of a feminist perspective will be explored. We 
will also discuss the theories and debates centered in the contemporary goddess religions, 
wicca movement and claims of a preexisting matriarchy. The primary task is to address, in 
an introductory overview, the diversity of women's religious experiences. Requirements to 
be announced. 


Texts: Falk and Gross, Unspoken Worlds 
Plaskow and Christ, Weaving the Vision 


RELI 301/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1445-1600 
BIBLICAL STUDIES I: THE HEBREW BIBLE 
Instructor: To be announced. 


An introduction to the methods and results of biblical scholarship with regard to the history, 
culture, and religion of Ancient Israel. Particular attention is given to the major religious 
affirmations and theological concepts of the Hebrew Bible that have become central in the 
subsequent development of Judaism. 


Texts: Bible (recommended: The Jerusalem Bible; The New Oxford Annotated Bible) 
Other texts to be announced. 


RELI 302/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1445-1600 
BIBLICAL STUDIES II: CHRISTIAN ORIGINS 
Instructor: To be announced. 


A critical survey of Christian origins, this course focuses on New Testament literature and 
considers historical setting, history of text, religious and cultural significance. Attention is 
paid to extra-canonical literature and other relevant sources. Requirements and Texts to be 
announced. 
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RELI 303/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1015-1130 
HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT I 
Instructor: Michel Despland 


Following the approach set forward by Troeltsch (The Social Teachings of the Christian 
Churches), the course will relate the Christian doctrines to their popular contexts (individual 
and social). Particular attention will be paid to the conflicts between hierarchy and the 
principles of equality. 


Requirements: one mid-term; one exam. 
Texts: Augustine, Confessions 


Henry Chadwick, The Early Church 
R.W. Southern, Church and Society in the Middle Ages 


RELI 304/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1015-1130 
HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT II 
Instructor: Michel Despland 


Following the approach set forward by Troeltsch (The Social Teachings of the Christian 
Churches), the course will relate the Christian doctrines to their popular contexts (individual 
and social). Particular attention will be paid to the conflicts between hierarchy and the 
principles of equality. 


Requirements: one mid-term; one exam. 
Texts: M. Luther, Selections 


Owen Chadwick, The Reformation 
Texts from the Modern Period to be announced. 


RELI 310/2 - AA (3 credits) M. 2025-2230 
CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES: PERSONAL 
Instructor: To be announced. 


This course identifies and analyzes ethical issues arising at the personal level today. Issues 
are discussed in the context of the inter-relationship between moral values and religious 
convictions. Examples of areas that raise ethical and religious questions for personal 
existence are: affluence, alienation, work, leisure, aging, drugs. Requirements and Texts 
to be announced. 


Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 331 may not take this course for credit. 
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REL] 312/4 - AA (3 credits) M. 2025-2230 
CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES: SOCIETAL 
Instructor: To be announced. 


This course identifies and analyzes ethical issues arising from social groups today. In 
discussing the issues, account is taken of the bearing of religious institutions and traditions 
upon social attitudes and problems. Examples of problem areas that evoke ethical and 
religious debate are: economic and social inequality, race relations, violence and war, hunger 
and poverty, population growth. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 332 may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 313/3 - A (6 credits) M.W. 1445-1600 
ISLAM 
Instructor: To be announced. 


The teachings of the Qur'an and the life and example of the Prophet Muhammad will be 
studied in detail. The later developments of Islamic thought and practices in law, theology, 
philosophy and mysticism will be considered. Examples will be given to modern 
developments in Iran, Pakistan, Egypt and other Muslim countries. Requirements and 
Texts to be announced. 


RELI 317/4 - AA (3 credits) J. 1605-1755 
ISLAMIC MYSTICISM 
Instructor: To be announced. 


This course focuses on the major themes of Islamic mystical thought as expressed in 
philosophical writings and poetry. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 
Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 374 may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 327/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1615-1730 
MEDIEVAL JEWISH THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS 
Instructor: Ira Robinson 


Prerequisite: Reli 222 or 326. 

In this course, we will explore the social, religious and intellectual history of the Jews in the 
Middle Ages. In so doing, we will attempt to look at the ways in which the Jews and 
Judaism were decisively influenced by the struggle, growth and creativity which 
characterize the medieval period. 


Requirements: 

1. 10 essays of one (1) typewritten page a piece, due on weeks 2-12 of the course, reacting 
to the required reading for that week (10 essays are required in an 11 week period). 
Late papers will not be accepted without an adequate excuse. (30%) 

. Mid-term examination (30%) 

3. Final Examination (40%) 


N 


a 
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Texts: 

Robert Chazan, Church, State and Jew in the Middle Ages (New York, Behrman, 1980) 
Jacob Marcus, The Jew in the Medieval World (New York, Atheneum, 1973) 

Isadore Twersky, A Maimonides Reader (New York, Behrman, 1972) 

Other required readings will be made available at the Religion Department. 


RELI 336/4 - AA (3 credits) J. 1805-2010 
SEPHARDIC JUDAISM 
Instructor: To be announced. 


This course studies the social and spiritual life of the various communities within the 
Sephardi world. Topics include Judaism under Islam; the expulsion and dispersion; 
Sephardi-Maghrebi Judaism; modern times in Arab lands; Sephardi life in the New World, 
Europe and Israel. In addition, the philosophical, halakhic, biblical, and mystical works of 
Separdi Jews are examined. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 

Note: Students who have received credit for Reli 352 may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 340/2 - AA (3 credits) M. 1805-2010 
HINDU THOUGHT & INSTITUTIONS IN THE ANCIENT PERIOD 
Instructor: To be announced. 


This introduction to the religious concepts, practices, and institutions of Ancient India, is 
based on the literature of the Vedas, including the Upanisads. The course examines the 
contribution of various aspects of the Brahmanical tradition to the development of 
Hinduism, and explores the interaction between religions in the ancient period. 
Requirements and Texts to be announced. 

Note: Students who have received credit for RELI 320 may not take this course for credit. 


RELI 341/4 - A (3 credits) W.F. 1015-1130 
HINDU THOUGHT & INSTITUTIONS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CLASSICAL 
PERIOD 

Instructor: T.S. Rukmani 


Prerequisite: Reli 213 or permission of the Department. 

This survey of the development of Hinduism in the period 500 B.C.E. to 500 C.E. is based 
on texts drawn from epic literature and the Sastras. This course also examines the 
emergence in the classical period of fundamental patterns of Hindu religious practice, and 
philosophical enquiry. Texts to be announced. 


Requirements: 2 Mid-Term exams (20% each); 
Take-Home Exam (50%); 
Informed participation (10%) 
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RELI 350/2 - AA (3 credits) T. 2025-2230 
THERA VADA BUDDHISM 
Instructor: David Miller 


This course will begin with an introduction to the life and teachings of Siddharta Gautama, 
the Buddha, and to the early monastic order (Sangha). Then, after a brief survey of the 
early Buddhist councils, an examination of Theravada Buddhist philosophy will be given. 
The latter part of the course will consider the spread of Theravada Buddhism into Sri Lanka, 
after 250 BCE, and into Burma and Southeast Asia, between 250 BCE and 100 CE. The 
course ends with a reflection upon Theravada Buddhism and modernity. 

Note: Students who have received credit for RELI 314 may not take this course for credit. 


Requirements: Two (2) Take-Home Examinations 


Texts: Edward Conze, Buddhist Thought in India 
Richard Gombrich, Theravada Buddhism 
Walpola Rahula, What the Buddha Taught 
Melford Spiro, Buddhism and Society 


RELI 364/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1615-1730 
MAHAYANA BUDDHISM 
Instructor: Leslie Orr 


The course treats the origins of Buddhism, the emergence of the Mahayana in India, and 
the spread of Mahayana Buddhism to North and East Asia. We will examine developments 
in texts, doctrines, philosophy, cosmology, ethical ideals, practices (such as worship and 
meditation), and institutions. The course will concentrate for the most part on the 
Mahayana Buddhist traditions of India, China, and Japan, but we will also touch briefly on 
Buddhism in Central Asia, Tibet, Korea, Vietnam, and the West. Requirements to be 
announced. 

Note: Students who have received credit for RELI 315 may not take this course for credit. 


Possible Texts: W.T. de Bary, ed. The Buddhist Tradition in China and Japan 
P. William, Mahayana Buddhism 
D. Paul, Women in Buddhism: Images of the Feminine in the 
Mahayana Tradition 
K. Ch'en, Buddhism in China: A Historical Survey 


RELI 365/2 - AA (3 credits) T. 1605-1755 
RELIGION AND LITERATURE 
Instructor: To be announced. 


This course deals with the questions raised for the study of religion by works of literature. 
An account is given of the recent development of interdisciplinary studies in religion and 
literature, and of the problems of method that have arisen. The relation between 
interpretation of religious language, with its use of myth, parable, symbol and metaphor, and 
literary criticism is explored. Requirements and Text to be announced. 


ee _ ell 
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RELI 366/4 - AA (3 credits) T.1605-1755 
RELIGION AND SCIENCE 
Instructor: To be announced. 


This historical investigation of the reasons for the conflict between religion and science in 
Western culture includes an examination of the relations between religion and science in 
various religious traditions. It also considers the place of religious resources for 
contemporary issues of relationship with the natural world. Requirements and Text to be 
announced. 


RELI 373/2 - AA (3 credits) T. 2025-2230 
COMPARATIVE MYSTICISM 
Instructor: David Miller 


This course will introduce students to the study of mysticism and mystical experience using 
materials drawn from a wide range of cultural and religious sources and examining the 
work of such contemporary theorists as William James, Rudolph Otto, W.T. Stace, R.C. 
Zaehner, and Robert Ellwood, whose book Mysticism and Religion will be the principal text 
of the course. The approach to the source material will be comparative and the course will 
be divided into two parts: in the first part, the class will explore theoretical problems in the 
study of mysticism; in the second part, guest lecturers will focus upon mysticism within the 
history of religions, each lecturer presenting an introduction to his/her particular field of 
scholarship. 


Requirements: Two (2) Take-Home Examinations. 


Texts: R. Ellwood, Mysticism and Religion 
F.C. Happold, Mysticism: A Study and an Anthology 


Selected Readings: W. James, Varieties of Religious Experience 
W.T. Stace, Mysticism and Philosophy 
R.C. Zaehner, Mysticism: Sacred and Profane 


RELI 378/2 - AA (3 credits) J. 2010-2230 
Death and Dying 
Instructor: To be announced. 


This comparative study examines conceptions of death and dying among the major religious 
traditions. Attention is paid as well to exploring contemporary notions of death and dying 
both in so far as we are still informed by traditional conceptions and to the extent that, for 
many, such notions have lost their cogency. Requirements and Texts to be announced. 

Note: Students who have received credit for RELI 370 may not take this course for credit. 
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RELI 381/4 - AA (3 credits) M. 1805-2010 
WOMEN AND RELIGION: JUDAISM 
Instructor: Norma Joseph 


Prerequisite: Second-year standing or permission of the Department. 

This course will explore the status and religious roles of women within the Judaic tradition. 
Its focus will be on the practice of the religion, especially the ritual and legal spheres. The 
relationship between common practice, popular attitudes and formal legal principles will be 
examined in order to inquire into issues of gender and religion. Discussions of life cycle 
rituals, calendrical celebrations and community structures will include a focus on the legal 
material as well as the innovative projects of some women today. Requirements to be 
announced. 


Possible Texts: Rachel Biale Women and Jewish Law 
Sylvia Barak Fishman A Breath of Life 
E. Berkovitz Jewish Women in Time and Torah 


RELI 382/2 - AA (3 credits) W. 1605-1755 
WOMEN AND RELIGION: CHRISTIANITY 
Instructor: Rosemary Hale 


Through an examination of a variety of texts and visual materials, this course focuses on 
how femaleness has been constructed and represented within the history of Christianity as 
well as how such representations reflect social practices and attitudes. With a central 
interest in the female body -- its vulnerability to the transformative effects of social 
conditioning of gendered representations and the resultant sex/gender systems 
characteristics of the Christian West — we will examine evidence from all historical periods 
of the Christian tradition. Texts to be announced. 


Requirements: There will be three short written assignments and a take-home final. 
RELI 384/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1615-1730 
WOMEN AND RELIGION: HINDUISM 

Instructors: To be announced. 


Prerequisite: Second-year standing or permission of the Department. 

This course examines the roles of women in Hindu religious life. The course focuses 
particularly on the impact of historical change; on the activities and experience of women 
in India, in the course of the last three thousand years; and on the relation between Hindu 
conceptions of "the feminine" and women's situation. 
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RELI 387/2 - AA (3 credits) M. 1605-1755 
GODDESSES AND RELIGIOUS IMAGES OF WOMEN 
Instructor: Norma Joseph / Leslie Orr 


This comparative survey of female divinity and feminine imagery studies various religious 
traditions. Among the issues to be explored are: the imaging of goddesses as mothers; the 
conception of forces like fertility, energy, materiality, and knowledge as feminine; the 
correspondences and relations between goddesses and women; and the contemporary 
feminist recovery of the Goddess. Requirements to be announced. 


Possible Texts: D. Kinsley, The Goddesses’ Mirror 
C. Olsen, ed. The Book of the Goddess: Past and Present 


RELI 389/4 - AA (3 credits) M. 1605-1755 
WOMEN AS RITUAL EXPERTS 
Instructor: Norma Joseph / Leslie Orr 


This comparative examination of the contexts and patterns of women's ritual lives looks at 
various religious traditions. In addition to considering women's activities in formal or public 
ritual contexts, this course focuses especially on the importance of women as ritual 
specialists and authorities in the context of the home. Requirements to be announced. 


Assigned readings may be drawn from the following books: 

L.Kendall, Shamans, Housewives, and Other Restless Spirits: Women in Korean Ritual Life 
B.Lincoln, Emerging from the Chrysalis: Rituals of Women's Initiations 

N.Falk & R.Grosss, ed. Unspoken Worlds: Women's Religious Lives 

S. Sered, Priestess, Mother, Sacred Sister: Religions Dominated by Women 


RELI 395/2 - A (3 credits) W.F. 1015-1130 
STUDIES IN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY 
Instructor: To be announced. 


Prerequisite: RELI 222 or 327 or 328. 

By means of the analysis of particular issues, thinkers, and texts, this course explores the 
character of Jewish philosophy. Issues in Jewish philosophy that may be examined include 
the relationship between faith and reason, the understanding of God, Judaism and the inter- 
human, the powers and limits of philosophical understanding. Requirements and Texts to 
be announced. 


RELI 398W/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1615-1730 
"VEDANTIC PHILOSOPHY" 
Instructor: To be announced. 


T.B.A. 
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RELI 399B/3 - A (6 credits) M. 1015-1300 
"THE WORKS OF GANDHI" 
Instructor: Sheila McDonough 


The aim of this course will be to enable students to imaginatively enter into Gandhi's 
experiences and to understand his life as a series of religious responses to concrete events 
by recreating some comprehension of the actual situation in which Gandhi found himself 
as well as the cultural resources he brought to these happenings. Students will not deify 
Gandhi as an immaculate hero but rather critically evaluate for themselves the Mahatma's 
often controversial responses to the problems life threw at him. Requirements to be 
announced, 


Texts: Gandhi's Autobiography 
Gandhi, Hindu-Muslim Conflict: Its Cause and Cure 


T. Martin, Gandhi on Non-Violence 
D. Dalton, The Power of Non-Violence 


S. McDonough, Gandhi's Responses to Islam 


RELI 401/2 - AA (3 credits) J. 1805-2010 
STUDIES IN CLASSICAL HEBREW TEXTS 
Instructor: Jack Lightstone 


Prerequisite: Reli 202. Hebr 250 or permission of the Department. 

This course will guide students through the reading in the original language of a 
representative selection of Classical Hebrew’ texts of Judaism. Selections are taken from the 
Hebrew Bible, the Dead Sea (Qumran) documents, the Mishnah, Midrash, the Babylonian 
Talmud, and Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah. Attention will be paid to the rhetorical style, and 
the historical and conceptual background of these texts. In addition, the course will provide 
a brief introduction to rabbinic Aramaic. 


Requirements: Students will write brief, weekly assignments and two tests. 


Required Texts (provisional and partial list): 


A selection from classical printed editions. 


Marcus Jastrow, Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, Yerusalmi and Misdrashic 


Literature 
T. Stevenson, Grammar of Palestinian Aramaic, 


RELI 409/4 - AA (3 credits) W. 1605-1755 
METHODOLOGY AND THE STUDY OF RELIGION 
Instructor: Rosemary Hale 


Prerequisite: Permission of the instructor. 

This seminar is designed as a critical consideration of methodological issues and theoretical 
frameworks relevant to the study of religion. As we attempt to examine the key arguments 
and contesting disciplinary views about the nature and functions of religion in society, art, 
the psyche, thought, and culture, we will read and discuss selections from the "classical" 
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foundations in the comparative study of religion as well as from the new methods of 
analysis emerging within the field. this course has limited enrolment and is open to 
advanced students be permission of the instructor. 


Requirements: There will be several short wniting assignments and a take-home exam. 


Readings: 


The Sacred and the Profane by Mircea Eliade 

"The Study of Religion: Methodological Issues" by Eric J. Sharpe in The Encyclopedia of 
Religions 

Prey into Hunter: The Politics of Religious Experience by Maurice Bloch 

Orientalism by Edward Said 

"Believing and Making People Believe" by Michel de Certeau 


Selections from: 

The Meaning and the End of Religion by W.C.Smith; Genealogies of Religion by Talal 
Asad; In My Fathers's House by Kwame Anthony Appiah; The Interpretation of Culture by 
Clifford Geertz, To Take Place by J.Z. Smith; Mama Lola: A Vodou Priestess in Brooklyn 
by Karen McCarthy Brown; and Through Your Generations Forever by Nancy Jay. 
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